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gsidents of State Societies:

eting of the General Board of Managers and of the National
Committee, held in New York City, on February 19, 1907, the
~on Revision of the Constitution and By-Laws, consisting of
1s B. Beardsley, Mr. Nelson A. McClary, Mr. John Paul
Hon. Henry Stockbridge, appointed by authority of the
ngress of 1906, submitted as its report a new Constitution and
ws embodying such modifications of the present Constitution
S as seem to be desirable, and the changes necessary to con-
e Charter granted by Act of Congress approved June 9, 1006.
utive Committee thereupon carefully considered the proposed
tion and voted to recommend the same for adoption by the
ss of the National Society, and the Secretary General was
give notice of such recommendation under the provisions of
AT of the National Constitution.
st session of the 18th Annual Congress will meet in Denver,
10 a. m.,, on April 30, 1907, and will adjourn, without the
of business, to meet in regular session in Denver, at 10 a. m.,

¥ June 3, 1907.
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n, marine, militiaman or minute man, in the armed forces of the
e} .tal Congress, or of any one of the several Colonies or States
 a signer of the Declaration of Independence; or as a member of 1
ittee of §atjety or Correspondence; or as a member of any Con‘-
Provm‘cml, or Colonial Congress or Legislature; OI: as a
zed patriot who performed actual service by overt act; olf
e to the authority of Great Britain. : .

N 2 ApPlicatioxls for membership shall be made to any State
in duplicate, upon blank forms prescribed by the Bc-)ar\(l(uf
7 and shall in each case set forth the name, occupation and
e of .the applicant, line of descent, and the name, residence ;m(l
;i:‘!:isli:\;cestor or ancestors in the Revolution, from whom he
v licant shall make oath that the statements of his application
the best of his knowledge and belief.

| the approval of an application by the State Society, to which it
mnc'copy shall be transmitted to the Registrar General of the
Soc'tety, who shall examine further the eligibility of the appli-
satisfied that the member is not eligible, he sl;all retur: pltl 3
for correction. s
2 State Society shall satisfy the Registrar General of the
such applicant, his name shall not be placed on the roll of

CONSTITUTION OF THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE
SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.

PR

[Recommended by the Revision Committee and by the National Executive

Committee.]

Laws and Charter, see National Year Book

(For present Constitution and By-
for 1906.)

ArricLE L—NAME.

The name of this organization shall be “The National Society of thy

Sons of the American Revolution.”
ArtiCLE [[.—PURPOSES AND OBJECTS.

s of this Society are declared to be patrio
d shall include those intended or designe
1 who, by their services or sacrifice

The purposes and object
historical, and educational, an

to perpetuate the memory of the mer
during the war of the American Revolution, achieved the independenc

of the American people; to unite and promote fellowship among the
descendants; to inspire them and the community at large with a mor
profound reverence for the principles of the Government founded by ot
forefathers ; to encourage historical research in relation to the Ameri :

Revolution; to acquire and preserve the records of the individ

services of the patriots of the war, as well as documents, relics, an
landmarks; to mark the scenes of the Revolution by appropriate mema
rials; to celebrate the anniversaries of the prominent events of the
and of the Revolutionary period ; to foster true patriotism; to mainta
and extend the institutions of American freedom, and to carry out
purposes expressed in the preamble of the Constitution of our counti
and the injunctions of Washington in his farewell address to th

American people.

The official designation of the members of The National
the Sons of the American Revolution shall be “Com-

9 ARTICLE I[V.—NATIONAL AND STATE SOCIETIES.

The National Society shall embrace all the members of the
of the Sons of the American Revolution now existing or
pafter be established under this Constitution. B
When‘ever il"l any State or Territory in which a State
! not exist, or in which a State Society has become inactive
vtwo years to pay its annual dues to the National Society’
persons duly qualified for membership in this Society ma\:
selves as a State Society of the Sons of The American
d organize in accordance with this Constitution, they may
the Board of Trustees to the National Sociétv as
’Qv ;)f ?he Sons:of .th§ I.Xmel.’iczm Revolution,” and shall
xclusive local jurisdiction in the State or Territory or
which tl-!ey are organized, subject to the provisions of
but this provision shall not be construed so as to

ArricLe 11T.—MEMBERSHIP.

Seerion 1. Any man shall be eligible to membership in the Sociel
who, being of the age of twenty-one years or over, and a citizen of go¢
repute in the community, is the lineal descendant of an ancestor wh
was at all times unfailing in his loyalty to, and rendered active servi
in, the cause of American Independence, either as an officer, soldie
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exclude the admisson of candidates residing in States where no Society
has been organized. .
Secrion 3. Each State Society shall judge of the qualifications of its
members and of those proposed for membership, subject to the provis-
ions of this Constitution, and shall regulate all matters pertaining to its
own affairs. It shall have authority to establish local chapters within its
own jurisdiction, and to endow the chapters with such power as it may
deem proper, not inconsistent with the charter of the National Society or
with this Constitution. It shall have authority, after due notice and
impartial trial, to expel any member who, by conduct unbecoming a
gentleman, shall render himself unworthy to remain a member of the

‘majori'ty of the members present and entitled to vote at the
meeting of the Congress of the National Society, and shall hold
for one year and until their successors shall be elected.
ON 2. The General Officers provided for in section 1, together
one member from each State Society, shall constitute the Board of
s of the National Society. Such Trustee from each of the
State.Societics shall be elected annually at the Congress of the
Society, upon the nomination, or from a list of nominees, to he
e.ach of the State Societies and submitted to the National Society
filing thereof with the Secretary of the National Sociey at least
days beft')re the meeting of the Annual Congress of the National
.And in the event that any one or more of the State Societies
it or neglect to make such nomination or submit said list of
B t{y the time herein required, then the President of the State
5o in default, shall, vertue officii, be chosen as and become the
sentatives of his State Society upon said Board.
ON 3. The Board of Trustees shall have charge of, and be
thh' the care and custody of all property belonging to the
Socx‘ety, and to that end shall be vested with the poOwers con-
y section 3 of the Act of Incorporation of the National Society :
d, however, That it shall not have the power to sell, convey, or
vise encumber any real estate belonging to the Society without
- of three-fourths of the members of said Board. T'he Board
es shall also have authority to adopt and promulgate the
s of the National Society, to prescribe the duties of the Generai
0 1.)ro'v1d.e the seal, to designate and make regulations for the
insignia, and to transact the general business of the National
ring the intervals between the sessions of the Congress.
of the B(?ard of Trustees may be held at the call‘of the
Ceneral,. or in case of his absence or inability, at the call of the
ice-President General, certified by the Secretary General
shall be called at the request of seven members. At sucl;
 seven shall constitute a quorum.
N 4. An ex.ecutive committee of seven, consisting of the Presi-
as chairman, and six members to be nominated by him and
d by the Board of Trustees, shall, in the interim between the
v the Board, transact such business as may be delegated to it
ress of the Society or the Board of Trustees.

Society.

SkcrioN 4. Each State Society shall submit to the Annual Congress of
the National Society a report, setting forth by name the additions,
transfers and deaths, and any other changes in the membership and the
progress of the State Society during the preceding year, and making
such suggestions as it shall deem proper for the promotion of the
objects of the National Society.

Skcrion 5. Whenever a member in good standing in his Society shall
change his residence from the jurisdiction of the State Society of which
he is a member to that of another, he shall be entitled, if he so elect
to a certificate of honorable dismission from his own State Society,
in order that he may be transferred to the State Society to whose juris=
diction he shall have changed his residence; provided, that his membex~
ship shall continue in the former until he shall have been elected a mem:
ber of the latter.

Each State Society shall, however, retain full control of the admis
sion of members by transfer.

SkcrioN 6. Whenever the word “State” occurs in this Constitution, it
shall be held to include within its meaning the District of Columbia and
the Territories of the United States.

SkcrioN 7. A Society may be formed in any foreign country by fifteen
or more persons who are eligible to membership under this Constitution
which shall bear the same relation to the National organization as the
State Society, subject to the provisions of this Constitution.

ArricL V.—OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES.

SecrioN 1. The General Officers of the National Society shall be a
President General, five Vice-Presidents General (the order of seniority
among whom shall be determined by lot at the time of their election),
a Secretary General, Treasurer General, Registrar General, Historian
General, and Chaplain General, who shall be elected by ballot by a votg

ArricLE VI.—Dugs,

ate Society shall pay annually to the Treasurer General, to
Xpenses of t_he Na?lonal Society, fifty cents for each active
; eof, unless intermitted by the National Congress.
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All such dues shall be paid on or before the first day of April in each |
year for the ensuing vear, in order to secure representation the g PROPOSED BY-LAWS.

Congress of the National Society.

ArricLE VIL—MEETINGS AND FELECTIONS. e Revision Committee also recommended that the General Board of

adopt the following new By-Laws in place of those now in

By direction of the Board they are here printed for the informa-

State Societies. Action thereon will be taken by the Board at

ver Congress, under the provisions of Article XVIII of the
| By-Laws.

Sgerion 1. The Annual Congress of the National Society for the
election of the General Officers and for the transaction of business shall
be held on the thirtieth day of April or on the first day of May in each
vear. The place of such meeting shall be designated by the Board of

Trustees.

SeerioN 2. Special meetings of the Congress may be called by the

President General, and shall be called by him when directed so to do by LAWS OF THE 3 y 3 ; .
the Board of Trustees, or whenever requested in writing so to do by at T}}lé :{/\[;}32/‘;\; Sg\crgﬂ? OFVTHE SONS OF
least five State Societies, on giving thirty days’ notice, specifying the {VOLUTION.

time and place of such meeting and the business to be transacted. I
Seerion 3. The following shall be members of all such annual or 5 ArTicLE 1.—ELECTION OF OFFICERS

special meetings of the Congress, and shall be entitled to vote therein: .
(1) All the General Officers and the ex-Presidents General of the : ations of General Officers shall be made from the floor, and
National Society. ection shall be by ballot. A majority shall elect. The nomina-
(2) The members of the Board of Trustees and the President or be acted upon directly or may be referred to a committee to
Senior Vice-President of each State Society. gand report.
(3) One delegate at large from each State Society. : ARTICLE I1.—OFFICERS.
(4) One delegate from every fifty members of the Society within a
State and for a fraction of twenty-five or over.
SECTION 4. State Societies shall be represented at meetings of the
National Society only by members of their own State Society, either
duly elected, or who in the absence of regularly elected delegates, may
be chosen by the regularly elected attending delegates of such State
Society from the members of such State Society who may be present R
at any meeting of the National Society. ARrTiCLE [11.—PRESIDENT GENERAL.

Vs of the General Officers shall be such as usually appertain
ces, and they shall have such other duties as are hereinafter
shall be delegated to them by an annual Congress or by the

| rcpt?n at the annual meeting, and at such other times as
e required to do so by the Board of Trustees.

ArricLE VIIL—AMENDMENTS.

This Constitution may be altered or amended at any meeting of the
Congress of the National Society, provided that sixty days’ notice of
the proposed alterations or amendments, which shall first have been
recommended by a State Society, or by a prior Congress, or by the on Auditing and Finance,
Board of Trustees, or by the Executive Committee of the National on Credentials,

Society, shall be sent by the Secretary General to the President of each Committee,
State Society. on Organization,

A vote of two-thirds of those presen on Education.

adoption.

¢ shall be necessary to their
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ArricLE 1V.—VICE-PRESIDENTS GENERAL. ARrTICLE IX.—CHAPLAIN GENERAL.
In the absence of the President General, the Senior Vigce:
eside at the Annual Meeting. g

inability to act of the Presi
1 be vested in the Vice-Presi

5 )

‘QMplaln General shall be a regularly ordained minister, and shall
d close all general meetings of the National Society with the
usual and proper on such occasions.

SECTION 1.
President General present shall pr

Sgerion 2. In the prolonged absence or
dent General, the executive authority shal
dents General in order of precedence.

ARTICLE X.—STATE SOCIETIES.

¢ State Society shall—

otify th.ei Secretary General of the election and appointment of
nominees for Board of Trustees and delegates.

y to the Treasurer General on the first day of March or
days thereafter, the sum of fifty cents for each active mem-

ARTICLE V.—SECRETARY GENERAL.

The Secretary General, in addition to his general duties, shall hay

charge of the seal, and give due notice of all meetings of the National
Society or Board of Trustees. He shall give due notice to all Generd

Officers and State Societies of all votes, orders and proceedings affecti 1y
or appertaining to their duties. He shall distribute all pamphlets, cir . smit to the Registrar General duplicate applications of all
culars, rosettes and supplies, as directed by the Board of Trustees. mbers. and notify him of the resignation or death of all

ereof.

ArTICLE VI—TREASURER GENERAL.
eral shall collect and receive the fund
and securities of the National Society. He shall deposit the same to th
credit of the “Society of the Sons of the American Revolution,” an
m thence for the use of the National Society, as directe
upon the order of the Preside
His accounts shall'li

r

ArricLe XI1.—BoARrp oF TRUSTEES.

Srerion 1. The Treasurer Gen
The Board of Trustees shall prepare and carry out plans

ing ?he objects and growth of the Society; shall generally
,its. interests, and shall execute such other duties as shall bi
it a‘t any meeting of the National Society. It shall have
| printing of the Diploma and the manufacturing of the
[ shall determine the price at which the same shall be issued
It shall hfive the authority to admit or reorganize -'asca.
‘ anjilna;f:c;)tcl?el:y(')f fifteen or more persons duly qualified
t shall have power to fill any vacancy occurring among the
S, and an officer so elected shall act until the followin
an;l until his successor shall be elected. ;
vi;;?tllrl;\;evi(z]\;g?lonty to make, alter and amend the
e President General may call meetings of the Board of
Elme he may deem necessary, and shall call such meet-
Titten request of any five members thereof, provided that
‘ 'chcr th:.m such as may be called during the session or
.the adjo_nrnmcn( of an annual or special Coﬁ‘g‘reSv. ;)f
t‘tty, not less than five days’ notice of the tim'v
ting shall be given. Ay

shall draw the
by it or by the Board of Trustees,
General, countersigned by the Secretary General.
audited by a committee to be appointed at the Annual Meeting.

Sgerion 2. He shall give bond for the safe custody and application @
the funds, the cost of such bond to be borne by the National Society.

Arricry VII—REGISTRAR GENERAL.

The Registrar General shall keep a register of the names and dates @
the election, resignation or death of all members of the several St2
Societies, and shall have the care and custody of all duplicate applic
tions for membership. He shall issue upon the requisition of the Seef
or Registrar of the several State Societies certificates of membl
a to every member entitled thereto, through such Sed

tary
ship and insigni
tary or Registrar.

ArticLE VIIT.—HI1STORIAN GENERAL.

The Historian General shall have the custody of all the historical a
biographical collections of which the National Society may become P!
sessed and shall catalogue and arrange the same, and shall place |
same in a fireproof repository for preservation.

<
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ArricLe XIL—ExgcuTive CoMMITTEE. s
The cross shall be surmounted by an eagle in gold and the whole

c;nbsu;pe;deﬂd from a ring of gold by a ribbon of deep blue, with
and buff edges, and may be worn by any member of the Society on
nial occasions only, and shall be carried on the left breast, or at

llar lf an Oﬂicer of the Natioﬂ'l] S C-Qt r the Pl' 1den
d 0C1 y O h i iv
- ; % f €S d nt, active

A meeting of the Executive Committee may be called at any time by
the President General, and such meeting shall be called upon the written
request of three members thereof. It shall be the duty of the Executive
Committee to exercise the powers, and perform the duties committed to
it by any annual or special Congress or by the Board of Trustees; to
control and supervise all arrangements for the holding of the annual or
any special Congress, and the social and other functions connected there
with: it shall upon the request of the proper committee of the National
Society or of the Board of Trustees, assist in the organization of ne
State Societies, and increasing the membership of weak State Societi
and for these purposes may incur its necessary expenses, limited to suc
amounts as may be in the Treasury unappropriated, and not required foi
the current expenses of the National Society during the year.

ON 2. lThe TOSCtt? shal! be seven-sixteenths of an inch in diam-
usual pattern, displaying the colors of the Society, blue, white

buff, and may be worn by all members . S
; ers at discr h
and buttonhole of the coat. scretion in the upper

ARTICLE XVI.—INDEBTEDNESS.

-« s!1all be contracted on behalf of the National Society
obligation for the payment of money, except checks draw-n.

Aerrens R =SEAL, :hf;?stls'1:,‘\](]6(;1:,t§d\-<;?(|'the name or on behalf of the National

The seal of the Society shall be two and three-eighths of an inch i
diameter, charged with the figure of a minute man, grasping a muske
in his right hand, and surrounded by a constellation of thirteen stars
who shall be depicted in the habit of a husbandman of the period of the
American Revolution, and as in the act of deserting the plough for '
service of his country; the whole encircled by a band three-eighths @
an inch wide, within which shall appear the legend, *National Societ
of the Sons of the American Revolution, organized April 30, 1880.”

E XVIL—ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE ANNUAL CONGRESS
ling the Congress to order by the President.General.

g prayer by the Chaplain General.

intment of a Committee on Credentials.

s by the President General on condition and needs of the

of Committee on Credentials.

g of minutes of the last Congress.
of Board of Trustees.

'ts of General Officers.

of standing committees.

of special committees.

s of State Societies.

id unfinished business.

usiness, including election of officers and Trustees
ment. . i)

ArricLE XIV.—CERTIFICATES.

All members of this Society, wherever admitted, shall be entitled |
4 certificate of membership duly attested by the President Genera
Secretary General and Registrar General, countersigned by the Pres
dent, Secretary, and Registrar of the State Society to which such men
her shall have been admitted.

ARTICLE XV.—INSIGNIA.

The insignia of the Society shall comprise (1) a cross surmounted |
an eagle in gold, (2) a rosette.

Secerion 1. The cross shall be of silver, with four arms, covered Wi
white enamel and eight gold points, same size as a Chevalier’s Cross
the Legion of Honor of France, with a gold medallion in the cent
bearing on the obverse a bust of Washington in profile, and on ¢t
reverse the figure of a minute man, surrounded by a ribbon enamel
blue, with the motto “Libertas et Patria” on the obverse, and the legel
“Sons of the American Revolution” on the reverse, both in letters

d, T 3 speci :
(;f tl;lat for a special purpose the Congress may, by a vote
ose present and voting, suspend the above order of

ArTICLE XVIIT.—AMENDMENTS,

/S o 7
may be altered or amended by a vote of three-fourths

vb[;resgn.t at any meeting of the Board of T'rustees, notice
& Deen given at a previous meeting.

A. Howarp CLARK,
Secretary General,




