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The Signers of the Declaration of Independence and the Dangers They Faced 
By J. Mark DeNicola 

 

On July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress officially approved the Declaration of Independence, 
a bold proclamation that severed political ties with Great Britain. And on August 2nd, the 
Signers started affixing their signatures to the Declaration. These Signers were not merely 
making a symbolic gesture; they were committing an act of treason against the British Crown. 
Their signatures marked them as rebels, and the consequences they faced were severe, ranging 
from loss of property and social standing to imprisonment and death. 

The Signers came from diverse backgrounds—lawyers, merchants, farmers, and physicians—
but they were united by a shared belief in liberty and self-governance. Each Signer risked 
everything for the cause of independence. 

The dangers they faced were not hypothetical. By signing the Declaration, they became enemies 
of the British government. If captured, they could be hanged for treason. Many suffered direct 
consequences. For example, Thomas Nelson Jr., a wealthy Virginian, ordered American troops 
to fire on his own home when it was occupied by British forces. Francis Lewis of New York had 
his home destroyed and his wife imprisoned by the British. Richard Stockton of New Jersey was 
captured, imprisoned, and subjected to harsh treatment that ruined his health. 

Economic ruin was another common consequence. The British often targeted the properties of 
Signers, burning homes, seizing estates, and destroying livelihoods. Carter Braxton, a wealthy 
Virginian, lost his ships and fortune to the war effort, and others, like William Floyd and Lewis 
Morris, saw their homes and lands ravaged by British troops. 

Social and political backlash also followed. Some Signers were ostracized by loyalist neighbors 
or faced internal divisions within their communities. Many were not celebrated in their 
lifetimes. and several died in poverty or obscurity, their contributions, like those of many 
American Patriots, only recognized posthumously. 

Yet, despite these dangers, none of the Signers recanted. Their commitment to the cause of 
American independence was unwavering. They believed that liberty was worth the risk, and 
their courage laid the foundation for the United States. The closing line of the Declaration—"we 
mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor"—was not mere 
rhetoric. It was a solemn vow, and many paid dearly to uphold it. 

In retrospect, the bravery of the Signers is even more striking. In today's terms, they were Don 
Quixote, tilting at windmills! The impossible dream! They had limited resources and no 
guarantee of victory. Their decision to sign the Declaration was a pivotal moment in history, 
one that inspired future generations to cherish freedom and resist tyranny. 

Today, the Signers are remembered not just for their role in founding a nation, but for the 
personal sacrifices they made in pursuit of a greater ideal. Their legacy is a testament to the 
power of conviction and the value of courage in the face of overwhelming odds. 
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