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There were many of your female ancestors that served in various roles during the American Revolution.  When I attended our national convention called Congress in 2025 the top two poster winners were celebrated women of the Revolution.  One was Prudence Cummings Wright, an organizer and leader during the Revolutionary War.  She organized the women in her town to guard a bridge called the Nemiah Jewett Bridge as it was a primary spy route for the British.  
They were called the “minute women” disguising themselves in men’s clothing and carrying muskets, pitchforks and shovels.  Prudence was elected as their leader.  During their time guarding the bridge they arrested a Leonard Whiting as he was carrying British military papers and dispatches.  The Minute women bound him and turned him over to Patriot authorities.  That bridge was marked in 1889 by stone tablets by a great granddaughter.  This poster was the blue-ribbon winner at our 2025 Congress.  
Another poster that received the red ribbon was one Deborah Sampson, a patriot that disguised herself as a man, and enlisted in the Continental Army in 1782 calling herself Robert Shurliff.  She was shot in the leg during one of the battles and removed the ball herself as she was concerned if she saw a doctor she would be revealed as a woman.  She served for a year and a half when she was taken ill during in epidemic and had to see a doctor and was revealed as a woman.  The doctor transported her to his home and had her cared for by his family temporarily keeping her secret.  
After the war, Sampson toured as a lecturer in 1802, sharing stories of her service. Because the Army had withheld her pay after discovering she was a woman, she petitioned the Massachusetts legislature in 1792 and received 34 pounds plus interest. During her lectures, she opened in women’s clothing, left the stage, returned dressed as a soldier, and performed a complex military drill for the audience. She later petitioned Congress for a military pension, with Paul Revere supporting her cause, and Congress granted it.
In my research I found several additional examples of women in the American Revolution through the American Battlefield Trust.  You may be aware of the SAR’s Molly Pitcher Medal which honors women who have supported their SAR Color Guard at state and national events.  According to the American Battlefield Trust Molly Pitcher was likely a composite of several women who served during the war.  
During the Revolution, thousands of women aided the Continental Army as camp followers, field nurses and other roles.  Camp followers were common during any war in this era and well before it.  Camp followers were some men and many women who literally followed armies on their campaigns.  Many of the women were wives of men serving in the army and they were there to take care of their husbands in camp and if his was injured or sick.  Other camp followers were other occupations such as sutlers, horseshoers, and merchants. 
 For poor women staying with the army assured them of food and shelter.  General George Washington initially mistrusted followers as they strained food supplies and there was a risk of disorder.  This was a difficult existence for these women as they faced the same hunger and disease outbreaks as enlisted troops.  They also face grueling marches on foot.  General Washington and other commanders learned later that these women kept encampments stable and lowered desertion rates so accepted their presence.  
The American Battlefield Trust identifies a Mary Ludwig Hays as the woman whose life closely matches the Molly Pitcher Story.  She was married to a barber named William Hays who served in the 4th Pennsylvania Artillery and she served alongside him. When her husband was injured in the Battle of Monmouth serving his artillery piece and she had watched him many times in Valley Forge so stepped in to serve his artillery piece.  
Soldier Joseph Plumb Martin saw her operating her husband’s artillery piece and later wrote about it. After the battle, George Washington learned of her actions and reportedly promoted her to sergeant. Although the promotion was unofficial, she took pride in it and called herself “Sergeant Molly” for the rest of her life. In 1822, Pennsylvania awarded her a veteran’s pension of $40 per year.
Another famous woman of the revolutions was a Phillis Wheatley.  Phillis was an African girl who was captured in Africa and shipped to Boston on July 11, 1761, on the slave ship Phillis at age 8.  She was purchased by a Boston merchant, John Wheatley as a slave for his wife Susanna.  The Wheatley’s named her Phillis after the slave ship that transported her to the Colonies.  The Wheatley’s at some point realized her exceptional intelligence and directed their eldest daughter – Mary Wheately to tutor her.  
At age 12 she was reading Greek and Latin classics in their original languages.  The Wheatley’s recognizing her abilities was removed from household labor and concentrated on her studies taking up poetry.  1n 1773 the eldest son Nathaniel Wheatly accompanied Phillis Wheatly to London.  Her poetry works were introduced to Selina Hastings the Countess of Huntington, who then subsidized the publication of her poems.  She had an audience with Frederick Bull the Lord Mayor of London and other prominent members of British society.  
She had an audience scheduled with King George III but returned to the Colonies before this audience took place.  She had previously sent the king a poem in 1768 praising his repeal of the Stamp Act.  This poem is as follows:
“May George beloved by all the nations round,
Live with heav’ns choicest constant blessings crown’d
Great God, direct and guard him from on high
And from his head let ev’ry evil fly!
And may each clime with equal gladness see
A monarch’s smile can set his subjects free!”
She was able to subtly raise the idea for freedom for enslaved people in her poem.  
After her book of poems  “Various Subjects: Religious and Moral” was published in England, Phillis Wheatley was manumitted by the Wheatley family in 1773. Many colonists doubted that an enslaved African woman could have written such accomplished poetry, so in 1772 she was required to defend her work. She was examined by an 18-person panel of prominent Bostonians, including John Hancock, Massachusetts Governor Thomas Hutchinson, Lieutenant Governor Andrew Oliver, and others. 
Seven of the examiners were ordained ministers and had a D.D. degree. Three others were attorneys.  During this rigorous examination, she recited and explained passages from classical literature and the Bible, demonstrated her writing ability, and answered detailed questions about her literary knowledge. The examiners signed an attestation, which was included in the preface to her collected works. Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral. 
There is a foreword in her book which states the following: “As it has been repeatedly suggested to the Publisher, by persons, who have seen the manuscript, that Numbers would be ready to suspect they were not really the writing of Phillis, he has procured the following attestation from the most respectable characters in Boston that none might have the least ground for disputing their original.  We whose names are underwritten do assure the world that the POEMS specified in the following pages were (as we verily believe) written by Phillis a young Negro Girl who was but a few years since brought an uncultivated Barbarian from Africa and has since been and now is under the disadvantage of serving as a slave in a family in this town.  She has been examined by some of the best judges and is thought to write them.”   She wrote a lengthy poem to George Washington when he was the commander of the Army, and this is her introductory letter:  
“Sir
I have taken the freedom to address your Excellency in the enclosed poem, and entreat your acceptance, though I am not insensible of its inaccuracies.  Your being appointed by the Grand Continental Congress to be Generalissimo of the armies of North American, together with the fame of your virtues, excite sensations not easy to suppress.  Your generosity therefore I presume, will pardon the attempt.  Wishing your Excellency all possible success in the great cause you are generously engaged in, I am,
Your Excellency’s most obedient humble servant, PHILLIS WHEATLEY. Providence, Oct. 26, 1775.  His Excellency Gen. Washington.”
The poem she wrote to George Washington is too lengthy to recite here but the last stanza is:
“Proceed, great chief, with virtue on thy side,
Thy ev’ry action let the goddess guide.
A crown, a mansion, and a throne that shine, 
With gold unfading, WASHINGTON! Be thine.
Washington replied in writing to Phyllis Wheatly’s poem to her with a kind letter thanking her for the poem on him.  This is the only known letter that Washington sent to a slave or ex-slave.  
Her former master and mistress died in the late 1770s, and the eldest son Nathaniel had fled to London as he was a loyalist and died in 1783.  She moved in with the eldest daughter Mary Wheatley, but she died in 1778 so had no more protectors.  She married John Peters, a free black, on April 1, 1778, but was apparently not a good choice as a spouse as he had several different occupations and often in debt.  The couple had three children, all of which died with the third child dying along with Phyllis on December 5, 1784.  Her husband sold her manuscripts to cover his debts.  There was an American publication of her poems in 1786 in Philadelphia.  
There are many more women that contributed to the Revolutionary War such as Margaret Corbin who was severely wounded during a battle at Fort Washington. Sybil Ludington who was the female equivalent of Paul Revere where she rode twice as far to alert a local militia to fight a British force.  There were also the countless wives of the Revolutions famous military men that their husbands counted on to give them good advice.  This is known because of the numerous letters that were exchanged between military spouses and their husbands. 
There were the thousands of wives who were “camp followers” that nursed their husbands and other men back to health after being stricken by injuries or sickness.  Washington himself summoned his wife Martha who joined her husband for part of each year at Valley Forge.  She became the hostess of social events and became her husband’s secretary and most importantly his close confidant to her husband during those trying times. There was even an indigenous woman Two Kettles Together the wife of an Oneida war chief that participated in the Battle of Oriskany during the Saratoga campaign.  For every “famous woman” there were hundreds of other women that received no glory or recognition but contributed nonetheless to the American Revolution.  
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