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The Song that Shaped a Revolution
A Timeless Reminder for a World Turned Upside Down

250 years ago, on February 26, 1775, less than 3 weeks before the infamous ‘shot heard
round the world’, the small town of Salem, Massachusetts, became a focal point in the tension
leading up to the American Revolutionary War. British forces under Lt.

Colonel Alexander Leslie attempted to seize rumored military supplies hidden by the colonists
in Salem. Leslie planned a surprise Sunday morning landing while the colonists were at
church, but the arrival of 240 soldiers did not go unnoticed.

Paul Revere, the renowned patriot, spread the alarm with his cry of "the regulars are
coming," mobilizing the townspeople. They dismantled the planks of the bridge into Salem,
delaying the British troops and giving their compatriots time to conceal the military supplies.
Upon reaching Salem, when Leslie's troops faced intense resistance and lacking precise
information on the location of the supplies, Leslie begrudgingly opted to retreat. This retreat was
significant, highlighting the colonists' growing defiance and capability to challenge what was
previously the unassailable British authority.

As Lt. Colonel Leslie and his troops began their retreat from Salem, a haunting melody
washed over the south side of town. The British military band was playing a song called "The
World’s Turned Upside Down.” It symbolically underscored how surreal this retreat was -
especially for the British soldiers who were not used to retreating .
Their retreat marked the growing defiant determination of the American colonists, who refused to yield to
British oppression.

In hindsight, Colonel Leslie's retreat can be seen as a turning point, a moment when the
balance of power began to shift in favor of the American cause. It demonstrated the resolve and
resourcefulness of the colonists who were willing to defy the might of the British Empire in defense
of their rights and liberties. Asthe melody of "The World’s Turned Upside Down" faded into the
distance, a new chapter in history was about to unfold.

It took almost 7 years for the colonists to win the American Revolution. The British
surrendered in Yorktown on October 19, 1781 at 10:30 in the morning. The symbolism was
beautiful as the British marched out of town. On one side of the road stood the impeccably dressed
French troops in their splendid uniforms, representing the support and solidarity of a powerful ally.
On the other side of the road stood the ragtag colonial militia, wearing their everyday clothes,
embodying the resilience of a fledgling nation fighting for its independence.



Tyree - Page 11 of 11

During that retreat from Yorktown, the British band once again played "The World’s
Turned Upside Down" as they marched out of town, bookending the Revolutionary War with this
symbolic melody. From the humble beginnings of colonial resistance in Salem to the decisive
victory at Yorktown, the revolutionaries had overcome tremendous odds to secure their
independence and forge a new nation.

As we approach the 250th anniversary of the start of the Revolutionary War, Leslie’s
retreat from Salem still serves as a reminder that, even though the colonists weren’tlarge in
numbers, they were unmatched in collaboration and resolve. While the melody of "The World’s
Turned Upside Down" may have faded into the archives of history, it still serves as a timeless
reminder that, as we enter uncertain political challenges that face our nation today, as our world is
now turned upside down, we don’t need large numbers of us to do what is popular, we need just a
few to resolve to do what is right.
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