
 
President Bill Simpson brought 
greetings to the Daughters of the 
Virginia Society, DAR at their Annual 
meeting in Portsmouth on March 20. 
His speech was well-received. He 
spoke about SAR and DAR recruiting 
and the DAR Finders Contest. 

 
Shortly after the Annual Meeting in 
Richmond, President Simpson 
traveled to Norfolk where he took part 
in ceremonies honoring Levy Old, the 
oldest living member of the Virginia 
Society, SAR. 

    Dr. Levi William Old, Jr. became a 
member of the Norfolk Chapter in 
1944 and has been a member of the 
Virginia Society, SAR longer than any 
other Compatriot alive today. At a 
small ceremony in his apartment at  
Westminster Canterbury on February 
28th, Chapter President Robert  
Hitchings and Virginia Society 
President Bill Simpson presented 
Levi with a “65-Year” pin. 
 
    Levi’s son, Bill Old, a cardiac 
surgeon in Hampton, recalls one of 
the stories his thoracic surgeon father 
used to tell: “Our family qualified  
for the SAR because our patriot 
ancestor, Thomas Old, served on the  
Committee of Public Safety in 
Princess Anne County. We also had 
an ancestor, Major William Ferebee, 
who served in the North Carolina  
Continental Line, at the Battle of 
Great Bridge and at Valley Forge.” 

 
The Col. James Wood, Jr., Chapter 
marked the grave of Rev War Patriot 
Daniel Gray at Mt. Jackson on 
November 1.  L-R - Warren Bock 
Mayor Joseph Williams; Rob 
Andrews; First Vice President Ed 
Craft; President Steve Bush; Brett 
Osborn; and Ralph Pierce. 

 

 

 

Steve Atkinson (L) outgoing President 
of the Richmond Chapter, was 
presented the Virginia Society 
Chapter Service Medal by newly 
installed President Taylor Cowardin.  
During Atkinson’s two-year term, the 
Chapter grew by 15% to more than 
130 members. 
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The Martin’s Station and 
Overmountain Men Chapters of the 
Virginia Society, SAR, have extended 
an invitation for the Sixth Anniversary 
”Raid on Martin’s Station” celebration 
in  Ewing, Virginia. SAR, DAR, 
C.A.R., Colonial Dames and SR 
Societies and Chapters are invited to 
participate in a formal wreath laying 
ceremony at Martin Station 
Monument, Wilderness Road State 
Park. Join us for a continental 
breakfast in front of the Visitor’s 
Center at 9:00 a.m. The Ceremony 
begins at 10 a.m. on May 9, 2009. 
 

 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
More than 30 men and women 
gathered on a rainy day in Hampton 
on March 14 to dedicate a plaque 
honoring three founders and six 
patriots.  The program was organized 
by the Order of the Founders and 
Patriots of Virginia and VASSAR’s 
Thomas Nelson, Jr., Chapter 

 
OFPA of Virginia Governor Mike Lyman. 

 

President-elect Bob Bowen presented the 
VASSAR wreath. 
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