
What an exciting couple of months it has 

been. On February  14th The Oregon State 

Society Sons of the American Revolution rec-

ognized the 150th Birthday of the State of 

Oregon by presenting a Certificate of Ap-

preciation to Jeff Barker, Oregon State Rep-

resentative from Aloha.   

I have attended the State Convention of the 

Oregon Society CAR and plan on attending 

the annual meeting of the Oregon Society 

DAR in May. 

The Oregon Society SAR on October 24 will 

be holding itõs first annual banquet in more 

than twenty years. It will be held  in conjunc-

tion with its Annual Meeting. This meeting will 

be  at the Holiday Inn in Wilsonville. 

You will be hearing more about this dinner in 

up coming issues of the Compatriot.  

Lastly I have been asked by Vice President 

General Mel Scott if the Oregon Society 

would host the next Pacific District meeting. 

We are looking to have this meeting on the 

Oregon Coast sometime in September. 

Presidentõs Corner  

NSSAR Spring Leadership  and Trusteesõ Meeting  
 

The Spring Leadership meeting was held in 

Louisville, Kentucky on March 6-7. The Trus-

tees voted to scrap the plan to raise annual 

dues, and instead voted to recommend in-

creasing application fees. If approved by the 

congress in July they will become effective 

January 1, 2010. The main reason behind the 

increase in application fees is that still over 

25% of new members drop their membership 

after the first year. Additional the Society is 

still one of the least expensive organizations 

to join. 

The Trustees ratified the Executive Commit-

teeõs appointment of J. Phillip London of the 

DC Society as Treasurer General following 

the resignation of Charles Bragg of the Indi-

ana Society. 

The Trustees voted to start the build-out of 

the new headquarters. We authorized the 

spending of $2.2 million for Phase 2, the li-

brary and genealogy section of the new Cen-

ter for the Advancement of Americaõs Heri-

tage. The two main reasons for this change is 

that, first in these difficult economic times we 

should be able to get lower construction cost. 

Secondly, with construction in process it will 

be clearer that the Society is serious about 

the future of Americaõs Heritage, thus it will 

be easier to raise the necessary funding for 

the completion of the campaign. Construction 

should start by June and be completed by 

the Fall Leadership meeting of 2010. 

The Oregon Societyõs Eagle Scout Scholarship 

applicant; Andrew Janzen scored very well. 

There were thirty six entries this year and 

Andrew placed fourth over all. This is the 

highest placing for the Oregon society since 

the Eagle Scout Scholarship Program started. 

Andrewõs patriotic theme is printed on the 

next page of this issue. 

Editor: 

 

Robert A Bogardus 

7307 Parkwood Circle 

Apt H 

Dublin, CA 94568 

(510)439-7663 

xchequer1@aol.com 

 

Publisher: 

 

Donald B Thomas 

855 Bentley Drive 

Grants Pass, OR 97526 

(541)476-0482 

dlthomas@clearwire.net 

 
Inside this issue: 

OREGON SOCIETY SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

Oregon Compatriot  
 

Volume 1 Issue 3 April 10, 2009 

This Day in History   
Page 2 

Patriotic Theme by 
Andrew Janzen 

Page 2 

Liberty Ring 
Page 3 

119th Congress 
Page 3 

Chapter News 
Page 4 



 

Patrick Henry voices American opposition to British policy 

 

During a speech before the second Virginia Convention, 

Patrick Henry responds to the increasingly oppressive Brit-

ish rule over the American colonies by declaring, òI know 

not what course others may take, but as for me, give me 

liberty or give me death!ó Following the signing of the 

American Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, 

Patrick Henry was appointed governor of Virginia by the 

Continental Congress. 

The first major American opposition to British policy came 

in 1765 after Parliament passed the Stamp Act, a taxa-

tion measure to raise revenues for a standing British army 

in America. Under the banner of òno taxation without rep-

resentation,ó colonists convened the Stamp Act Congress in 

October 1765 to vocalize their opposition to the tax. With 

its enactment on November 1, 1765 most colonists called 

for a boycott of British goods and some organized attacks 

on the customhouses and homes of tax collectors. After 

months of protest, Parliament voted to repeal the Stamp 

Act in march 1766. 

Most colonists quietly accepted British rule until Parlia-

mentõs enactment of the Tea Act in 1773, which granted 

the East India Company a monopoly on the American tea 

trade. Viewed as another example of taxation without 

representation, militant Patriots in Massachusetts organized 

the òBoston Tea Party,ó which saw British tea valued at 

some 10,000 pounds dumped into Boston harbor. Parlia-

ment, outraged by the Boston Tea Party and other blatant 

destruction of British property, enacted the Coercive Acts, 

also known as the Intolerable Acts, in the following year. 

The Coercive Acts closed Boston to merchant shipping, es-

tablished formal British military rule in Massachusetts, 

made British officials immune to criminal prosecution in 

America, and required colonists to quarter British troops. 

The colonists subsequently called the first Continental Con-

gress to consider a united American resistance to the Brit-

ish. 

With the other colonies watching intently, Massachusetts 

led the resistance to the British, forming a shadow revolu-

tionary government and establishing militias to resist the 

increasing British military presence across the colony. In 

April 1775, Thomas Gage, the British governor of Massa-

chusetts ordered British troops to march to Concord, Mas-

sachusetts, where a Patriot arsenal was known to be lo-

cated. On April 19, 1775 the British regulars encountered 

a group of American militiamen at Lexington, and the first 

volleys of the American Revolutionary War were fired. 

 

www.history.net 

the farms of thirty families trying to eke out a living on the 

American Frontier. On the morning of September 11, 

1782 , about 250 Delaware and Wyandot Indians and 

40 British Rangers emerged from the woods. The setters, 

having been warned, awaited the attack in Fort Henry and 

in the nearby Zane blockhouse. The Indians failed in their 

attempt to ram down the fortõs wall and gate. After notic-

ing the success of the fortõs cannon, the attackers tried to 

build a wooden one. This blew up, killing and injuring sev-

eral Indians, but caused no damage to the fort or its occu-

pants. When night fell, they tried to set fire to the fort. This 

also failed. 

As the siege wore on, ammunition began to run danger-

ously low in the fort. Sixteen year old Betty Zane volun-

teered to run to the blockhouse, located 60 yards from the 

fort, for the desperately needed supplies. She reasoned 

that every man was needed in defense of the fort and that 

The American Revolution began at Lexington in 1775 and 

ended at Fort Henry in 1782. Americaõs struggle to break 

the bonds of British tyranny was a monumental undertak-

ing. From Montreal to Florida and from the Atlantic Ocean 

to the western frontier, ordinary citizens fought for reli-

gious and economic freedom. It was in this wild western 

frontier that some of Americaõs roughest battles were 

fought. The Battle of Fort Henry in 1782 was one such case 

and the patriots who defended it were my relatives. Colo-

nel Ebenezer Zane and Colonel Silas Zane were leaders 

of the settlement. My 6th great grandfather, Isaac Zane, 

was kidnapped by Wyandot Indians years earlier. Their 

sister, Betty Zane, lived with her family in the fortõs pioneer 

settlement. Her actions there helped win the last recorded 

battle of the Revolutionary War. 

Fort Henry was located on the Ohio River in what is cur-

rently Wheeling, West Virginia, and was surrounded by 
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This story starts with the òGet a Life Marching Bandó going 

to Washington DC for the 2009 Presidential Inauguration, 

as Oregonõs only entry. Politics aside it was a great once in 

a life time event to be able to march up Pennsylvania Ave-

nue. The Band had applied months before but were not 

accepted, with about three weeks before the inauguration 

they received a call asking if they were still interested in 

participating in the Inauguration Parade. The answer of 

course was YES! The Secret Service checked each member 

before being cleared to leave Oregon and security was 

very tight for the entire parade event. The Band started to 

plan, how to stay warm, new uniforms for the baton 

twirlers, (my wife  Patti is the captain of the twirlers) so 

things started happening very quickly. The nearest city to 

where the Band could find a hotel was Philadelphia and 

the Band planned to take a bus into Washington D.C.  

Monday, January 19 was òMartin Luther Kingõs Birthday 

Holidayó and the Band had the day off.  While they were 

visiting the Liberty Bell, a Martin Luther King celebration 

was underway. Many people in the crowd held up their 

digital cameras to capture the moment, Patti held up her 

cell phone.  

Here is where I come into the picture, I was back home in 

Portland in a hospital recovering from knee replacement 

surgery, my wife was thinking of me. She called me on her 

cell phone just prior to the ringing of the Liberty Bell and 

told me to listen closely. That was when I heard the Liberty 

Bell ring 12 times from 3000 miles away. 

What a thrill it was to hear that sound. After we hung up I 

got to thinking about my ancestors who lived within thirty 

miles of Philadelphia. They must have heard it ring in the 

tower at Independence Hall and that just gave me a thrill. It 

still moves me when I think about it today. 

The fortõs gate opened. Betty darted in! After three days 

of intense fighting, the disheartened attackers gave up the 

siege and the fort was saved! 

The freedom we enjoy today is due in part to the coura-

geous actions of my relative, Betty Zane and those brave 

pioneers who defended Fort Henry. The significance of this 

battle should not be underestimated, for soon afterward 

the British ordered a halt to all attacks on the frontier. 

Looking at the past inspires me to remember the sacrifice 

and courage of those who have gone before. Betty Zaneõs 

actions during the American Revolution should remind us to 

purse freedom with that same kind of resolve, passion and 

sacrifice. 

a woman might be less likely to get shot. The settlers flung 

the gate open and Betty dashed out. The startled Indians 

did not shoot at her, but simply yelled òSquaw!ó Once in-

side, Colonel Ebenezer Zane tied a tablecloth filled with 

gun powder around her waist. As she left , the Indians re-

alized her mission and started shooting at her. Betty Zaneõs 

great-nephew, Zane Grey, in his 1903 account of this 

event described the scene as follows: 

 òThe leaden messengers of death whistled past 

 Bettyé.They sang over her head; hissed close to 

 her ears, and cut the grass in front of her: they 

 pattered like hail on the stockade fence, but still 

 untouched, unharmed, the slender brown figure 

 sped toward the toward the gate.ó 
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NSSAR 119th Annual Congressñ Atlanta, Georgia 

The 119th Annual Congress of the National Society Sons of 

the American Revolution will be held in Atlanta, Georgia 

from July 4ðJuly 8, 2009.  

 

Last year four Compatriots represented the Oregon Society. 

This was the largest number to attended a Congress from 

Oregon in many years. I would like to see more members 

from Oregon to attend this years than last year. There are 

two facts that will effect your choice to attend this year over 

last year. First the cost of the hotel room at $95 is the 

cheapest since Dallas three years ago. The registration fees 

are  $285 which is nearly a $100 lower than last year as 

well as attending the extra tours that you will have a chance 

to go on. Secondly by attending a Congress on the east 

coast there will be an opportunity to visit some of the Revo-

lutionary War sites located in Georgia. 

 

Last year the Oregon Society was represented by President 

Don Thomas, Eugene Melvin and Ken Betterton, just ask 

them about their experiences by attending the Congress. 

Just go www.sar.org web site and click on Congress infor-

mation, located on the lower right side to find more details. 



The Southern Oregon Chapter is now meeting at Habernos on 

Front Street in Medford on the first Wednesday of each 

month, beginning at noon. 

Henry Winsor of Jacksonville was recognized as the newest 

member of the Southern Oregon Chapter. Don Thomas, Chap-

ter President says also that there are at least two more po-

tential member, who are being recruited.  

Lillian Stewart,  ORSDAR Regent gave a very informative 

power point presentation on the various museums around the 

State of Oregon that the DAR take care of. 

 

The Republic Chapter continues to meet on the third Saturday 

of each month at Sizzler Restaurant located at 1151 Lancas-

ter Drive NE in Salem, Oregon. Compatriot President Better-

ton all members of the Oregon Society to their meeting be-

ginning at noon. 

In January the Chapter installed the following Compatriots as 

officers of the Chapter; President Ken Betterton, Vice Presi-

dent Bennett Wight, Secretary/Treasurer William Blose and 

Registrar Willis Meisenheimer. The Chapter welcomed the 

following new members; Compatriot Richard Duer, who trans-

ferred from the Lewis & Clark Chapter and David Mustard. 

Willis Meisenheimer states that as of March 21st the Chapter 

has increased its membership to 34.  

The speaker of the January meeting was Day Westin of the 

Republic Chapter 

tional Cemetery on Memorial Day.  The Chapter is 

also starting to plan for its summer picnic. The date 

and location will be announced in the next issue of the 

Compatriot. 

The Memorial Committee continues to make progress 

on the Revolutionary War Memorial to be located in 

Beaverton. They have made presentations before the 

Tualatin Park & Recreational Services, the Beaverton 

Central Neighborhood Committee, the City of Beaver-

ton and the Board of Managers of both the ORSSAR 

and ORSDAR. Last week the proposal was taken to 

the Oregon State Grants Committee where they will 

make a power point presentation sometime in June. 

The Lewis and Clark Chapter continues to meet at the Beaver-

ton Library on the first Saturday of each month, beginning at 

11 a.m., and for those who wish following the meeting at a 

nearby restaurant. 

President Dave Guiel welcomed their newest member Padraic 

Ansbro at their March meeting. In February the Chapterõs 

speaker was Wendy Culverwell of the Society of Professional 

Journalist. In March the Chapter listed to Brina Bolanz of Re-

stored Stories. Brina talked about how to save family papers, 

pictures and other important items. She talked about how Re-

stored Stories started out as a hobby and how it became as 

small business. 

The Chapter is in the process of rebuilding its Color Guard 

Group and its first appearance will be at Willamette Na-

Oregon Compatriot 

Volume 1 Issue 3 

Chapter News 

Southern Oregon Chapter 

Lewis and Clark Chapter 

Page 4 

ORSDAR who presented a very interesting talk on 

Navajo Code Talkers during WWII. Elizabeth Porter 

from the Friends of Pioneer Cemetery presented a 

very interesting  talk on the history of the Salem Pio-

neer Cemetery and the different styles of memorial 

markers in the cemetery at the February meeting. The 

March speaker was Gene Fletcher, who made a pres-

entation on the history of golf and Scotlandõs St. An-

drews Golf Course. 

On February 14th the Chapter joined President Don 

Thomas of the Oregon Society in presenting a Certifi-

cate of Presentation to Congressman Jeff Barker on 

the occasion of the 150th birthday of the State of 

Oregon.  

ORSSAR Board Meeting 

January 28, 2009 



The Central Coast Chapter continues to meet United Methodist 

Church located at 3520 Frontage Road in Reedsport on the 

second Saturday of every month. The meetings begin at  

10:30 a.m. and are followed by lunch the Chinese Restaurant. 

 

President Jim Ives has welcome into the Chapter two new 

members this year. They are Calvin Hurd of Florence and Ron 

Davis of Sotherlin. This brings the Chapter membership  

up to 14. 

 

The Chapter will have three work days planned for remolding 

their float before the Memorial Day Parade, May 25 in 

Reedsport. 

On February 14 the Chapter not only celebrated Valentines 

Day, but the 150th anniversary of Statehood for Oregon. On 

February 21 the Chapter celebrated Washingtonôs birthday 

with its annual Cherry baking pie contest. The best pie was 

baked by Bonnie Hurd.  

 

ñDocò Goldberg presented President Ives with a new gavel 

at their last meeting. The next meeting of the Chapter will 

be Saturday, April 11 in Reedsport beginning at 10 a.m.  
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Central Coast Chapter Cherry Pie Baking Contest 
2009 Winner Bonnie Hurd 

 

Central Coast Chapter 

Central Coast Chapter President Jim Ives 
was presented with a new gavel  

made by Doc Goldberg 


