
SONS  OF  THE 

AMERICAN REVOLUTION

DAUGHTERS  OF  THE 

AMERICAN REVOLUTION

225th Anniversary Celebrations in France
from the 1st to the 5th of September 2008.

LA PAIX DE 1783.
THE TREATIES OF PARIS AND OF VERSAILLES.

Christine Malphettes,
State Regent of France of the Daughters of the American Revolution,

Hélie de Noailles, duc d’Ayen, 
President of the Society in France of the Sons of the American Revolution,

request the honor of your presence 

at the ceremonies and festivities which will take place in Paris

to celebrate the 225th anniversary of the treaties proclaiming 

the birth of the United States of America. 

_______



Under the high patronage of

Monsieur Nicolas Sarkozy,

Président de la République Française.

Monsieur Christian Poncelet

Président du Sénat.

Monsieur Bernard Kouchner, 
Ministre des Affaires Étrangères.

Son Excellence Mr. Craig Robert Stapleton,
Ambassadeur des États-Unis d’Amérique, Président d’honneur

de la Société en France des Fils de la Révolution Américaine.

Comité d’honneur

Le prince Gabriel de Broglie,

Chancelier de l’Institut de France.

Ms. Linda Gist Calvin,

President General, National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution.

Monsieur Bertrand Delanoë,

Maire de Paris.

Monsieur le duc de Choiseul Praslin,

Président de la Société des Cincinnati de France. 

Monsieur le général d’armée Gilbert Forray

Ancien grand-chancelier de la Légion d’honneur.

Monsieur le sénateur Paul Girod,

Président du groupe interparlementaire France États-Unis du Sénat.

Son Excellence Monsieur Jean-David Levitte,

Ambassadeur de France.

Mr George Forrest Pragoff,

President General, The Society of the Cincinnati.

Son Excellence Monsieur Pierre Vimont,

Ambassadeur de France aux Etats-Unis d’Amérique.

Mr. Bruce A. Wilcox

President General, National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution.



225th ANNIVERSARY PROGRAM

 (Subject to final arrangements and official authorization)

Monday, September 1st, 2008: Registration and welcome.

G Welcome reception by the Ambassador of the United States of America.

G Dinner free (possible receptions of American visitors by French families).

Tuesday, September 2nd: Visit to historical sites in Paris.

G Private visit at Vincennes to the old Royal Castle ; the Army and Navy Archives. 

G Wreath-laying at statues of Franklin, De Grasse, Rochambeau.

G Lunch and further visits in Paris: War and Naval Museums.

G Eternal flame-lighting ceremony to the unknown soldier at the Arch of Triumph.

G Musée Jacquemart-André : private reception by Institut de France and visit.

Wednesday, September 3rd: Paris Treaty and Peace of Versailles.

G Conferences and lunch at Palais du Luxembourg (site of the French Senate)

1 - “Enlightenment’s” impacts on France and the USA.

2 - The diplomatic situation in Europe before and after the War.

3 - The negotiations for peace, from Yorktown to Versailles.

G Lunch (informal) in the same site

G Tribute to La Fayette at Picpus Cemetery. Wreath laying at Jefferson and Washington statues

G Visit to the Palace of Versailles royal apartments 

followed by a gala dinner in the Palace (black tie).

Thursday, September 4th: further Franco-American fraternity of arms. 

G Wreath-laying at the Escadrille La Fayette (1914) memorial at Marnes La Coquette.

G Wreath-laying at WWI Bois Belleau Memorial (90 km), light lunch.

G Stop at Reims Cathedral; dinner in champagne cellars.

Friday, September 5th: free time and other celebrations.

G Morning: regular meetings of the NSDAR and NSSAR.

G Following hours free; shopping or fashion shows and visits in Paris.

G Evening: religious service at Saint-Denis Abbey, tribute to King Louis XVI.

G Banquet at the Paris City Hall (black tie). 

Saturday September 6 and Sunday 7: departure to USA or continuing optional program.

G Optional: trip to the Normandy D-Day beaches, vineyards in Burgundy, Engineering
Corps Museum (Angers: homage to Du Portail) …



 Commemorating a 3 September ?

The deep friendship between the American and French peoples continues to be kept alive by the
sacrifices and common struggle for shared values. Festivals and monuments remind us of those moments in
history.
        The Societies in France of the Daughters and of the Sons of the American Revolution reunite in the same
spirit the direct descendents, residing in France, of those who fought for the liberty of the United States of
America.
        They propose to commemorate the 225th anniversary of the birth of the Republic the first week of September
2008 in Paris, in order to confirm the particular importance to this first fraternity in combat and destiny. 

HISTORICAL REMINDER

It was on a Wednesday, September 3,

1783, 225 years ago, that the final step in the
path to peace and independence for America

occurred in Versailles. 

The great European war powers --

France, Spain and Great Britain -- finally signed
the Treaties of Peace in which the British Crown

recognized the independence of its former
subjects.

The Count de Vergennes, Minister of
Foreign Affairs for King Louis XVI, waited in

order to have the treaties signed, for a messenger
to confirm that, the same morning in Paris, the

American and British delegates had truly signed
the treaty whereby the British crown had just

concluded with her former subjects the terms of
her recognition of their independence. The long

and costly support of the revolution across the
sea by France, then her Spanish ally, had come

to a close.

The treaties were the final step of the

conflict begun on April 19, 1775, with the battle
of Lexington between the British colonist

insurgents and the English armed forces. From
Saratoga to Brandywine, from Valley Forge to

Yorktown, the Revolution that had cost the
country so much was over, and the Republic had

begun. 

Paris and Versailles are rich, not only in

places where these agreements were negotiated
and ratified, but also due to so many others who

have played an important role in the history of
America and the friendship of our two countries.

At the Palace of Versailles, King Louis
XVI had greeted the American delegation of

Silas Deane, Benjamin Franklin and Arthur Lee
as early as March 1778.

In front of the Palace, on the rue de
l’Indépendance américaine, is the old Ministry

of Foreign Affairs where the Count de
Vergennes enacted a diplomatic strategy that

held neutrality on one side and alliance on the
other; the visits of the American Delegates

followed.

In Paris, places of historical importance
to American history are unumerable and are, for

example: the Hôtel de Coislin, at Place de la
Concorde, where was concluded the Alliance;

Hôtel des Ambassadeurs de Hollande, where
Beaumarchais organized desperately needed

supplies for the insurgents; Picpus Cemetery
where Lafayette is buried, in the American soil

he brought back with him; as well as the
mansions where Rochambeau, Lauzun,

Franklin, Adams and Jefferson, among others,
resided.

There are also numerous monuments
built to the glory of these Americans and of these

French who played a determining role in this
long conflict.

*

And France did not hesitate to erect

monuments also to those who turned to this side
of the Atlantic when they were needed. The

memorial to the Escadrille Lafayette and the
Museum of Franco-American Friendship at

Blérancourt remind us of those who came freely
from America, as early as 1914, to volunteer in

French Air squadrons, of the ambulance corps
serving a devastated civil population during

WWI.

A generation later, the Americans were

back to save France and Europe from the Nazi
menace. Reminders of WWII are on nearly

every Paris street, and many monuments and
museums, such as the Mémorial de la Paix at

Caen, as well as the American Cemetery near
Omaha Beach, testify to the continued regard

and respect in which those American sacrifices
are held in France today.

*

This anniversary is thus the occasion to

commemorate in Paris by a series of
manifestations from the 1st to the 5th of

September, 2008, the sacrifices undertaken
together and the perennial friendship which

resulted. 



LA PAIX DE 1783

PEACE OF 1783

PARIS  VERSAILLES

(Five days of exceptional celebration in France)S.A.R.
Paris September 1-5, 2008

Participants are requested to register on www.polynome.fr/peace1783 before

October 31st, 2007 so we can make the best arrangements for these exceptional

venues. Participation is limited: most of the tours, conferences or visits limit the

number of visitors, so the slots will be filled with those who are first to register

(using deposit reception as the date).

REGISTRATIONREGISTRATION  FEE/PERSONFEE/PERSON
RRECEPTIONSECEPTIONS,, CEREMONIES CEREMONIES,, GUIDED VISITS GUIDED VISITS,,  GROUND TRANSPORTATION BY BUS  GROUND TRANSPORTATION BY BUS

AND ADMINISTRATIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE COSTSCOSTS

TTOTAL OTAL ::  11  500500      // PERSON PERSON
Does not include accommodation, insurance, air transportation, transportation from and to airport.

PAYMENTPAYMENT  CONDITIONSCONDITIONS  //  DEPOSITDEPOSIT
PAYMENT EXCLUSIVELY BY BANK TRANSFER OR CREDIT CARD

CURRENCY : EURO ( )

www.polynome.fr/peace1783

1st deposit 50% : 750 euros to be paid before October 31st, 2007

Balance : 750 euros on May 31st, 2008 at the latest

For your accommodation in Paris 
the Concorde Lafayette Hotel (Porte Maillot, Paris) 

is at your disposal with special congress pre-reservation fares:

http://www.concorde-lafayette.com 

Book directly your room as soon as possible, faxing the attached Hotel Concorde 

reservation sheet, including the reference " PEACE1783 - REF: 427523" 
or download it through www.polynome.fr/peace1783 (practical information tab)

and send it by e-mail to groups@concorde-hotels.com.

Please note that all the special buses will assure all transportation to and from this hotel 

!!!! Please note that the special price conditions and

reservation are limited !!!

FFOR FURTHER OR FURTHER IINFORMATIONNFORMATION……  

or for registering if you cannot do it by the Internet… 
do not hesitate to contact 

Emma Barbera and her team (Polynome) 

in charge of the global organization.

Phone : +33.1.41.49.04.10

Fax : +33.1.41.49.04.14

Email : peace1783@polynome.fr



PEACE1783 - REF: 427523

Please reserve the following: � Single � Double � Twin

Superior Room240 euros for single use, 250 euros for double use

Buffet Breakfast included

City Tax per person and per day included

ARRIVAL DATE: ................................................................... Time of Arrival (from 3PM): ....................

DEPARTURE DATE: ..........................................................……………………………………………………

FIRSTNAME: ............................................................................ LASTNAME: .................................................................

COMPANY NAME / INSTITUTION: .......................................................................................................................

ADDRESS: ...............................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................................

PHONE NUMBER: ........................................................ FAX: ..............................................................................

I authorize the Hotel Concorde La Fayette to charge my credit card number for the duration of my stay.

CREDIT CARD & NUMBER: ..................................................................................................  EXP.:  ....... /........

HOLDER NAME: ........……………..................................    SIGNATURE: ……….................................................

Our Cancellation and Prepayment Policy:

• Every reservation must be guaranteed with a credit card. Without any guaranty from your side, the

reservation will be automatically cancelled by the hotel.

• For any cancellation before June 1st 2008: No penalty.

• Between June 1st and July 31st 2008: one night will be charged on the above credit card and conserved by

the hotel in case of cancellation.

• Between August 1st and September 1st 2008: 100% of the stay will be charged on the above credit card

and conserved by the hotel in case of cancellation.

• In case of “No-Show”and Go-Show: The whole stay will be charged on the above credit card. 

HOTEL CONCORDE LA FAYETTE - Group Reservation - 3, Place du Général Koenig - 75017 Paris - France

Phone number: + 33 - 1 - 40.68.50.25 - Fax: +33 - 1 - 40.68.50.87

Group Reservation E-mail: groups@concorde-hotels.com


