
                                                

                                                  

 
     

 

 

ARIZONA SOCIETY SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

LOUIS M. NEWTON, MD, PRESIDENT 
Web page URL: www.sar.org/azssar 

SAR-IZONA NEWS 
 

July 2008          If you can read this ð Thank a teacher.   If this is printed in English ð Thank a veteran. 

 

FLY YOUR FLAG PROUDLY 

 
ANY DAY YOU WISH; July 4 ð Independence 
Day; July 19 ð Adm. John Paul Jones died; Aug. 
10 ð VJ Day; Aug. 19 ð Army National Aviation 
Day; Sept. 1 ð Labor Day; Sept. 11 - Terrorist 
Attacks on US soil, and Patriots Day; Sept. 17 ð 
Constitution Day; Sept. 19 ð POW/MIA Day; Sept. 
28 ð Gold Star Mothersõ Day 

 

PRESIDENTôS COLUMN 
LOUIS M. NEWTON, MD 

 

Greetings from Wenatchee, WA. Sam, 

Charley & I are recovering from the 

115 degree heat in Sacramento. The 

118th Congress was well attended by 

the AZSSAR Compatriots and their 

wives. I understand that we had the 

3rd largest contingent attending. The 

patriotic events were quite moving and 

well done. When the young lady 

singing the opening Star Spangled 

Banner ñfroze upò, the crowd didnôt 

miss a beat joining in and continuing 

the song until she was able to recover. 

The massing of the colors is always an 

uplifting sight. Mr. Cliff Robertson, a 

very senior SAR actor, spoke at the 

Tuesday banquet. He has an unusual 

and interesting sense of humor.   

 

The business meetings were, as usual, 

rather long winded and difficult to  

follow. A great deal of time was 

devoted to capturing the appropriate 

wording to best describe the ideal 

relationship between the NSSAR and 

the various Ladies Auxiliary 

organizations.  This matter was finally 

tabled (at least twice) resulting in 

some discomfort to the ladies.  

 

A motion was made to stop all  

progress on the new headquarters 

building until more studies regarding 

potential flooding could be conducted. 

There seemed to be some support for 

this but the motion failed and the work 

will proceed.  Funding for this project 

remains an important problem.  

According to NSSAR records 55 (out 

of 383) AZSSAR compatriots have 

donated a total of $29,617. This boils 

down to 14% of our membership and 

an average of $77 per member. The 

National goal is 20% of membership 

and an average of $250 per member. 

  

I invited the newly elected President 

General, David N. Appleby of the MO  

Society, to visit us at our November 

BOM meeting. He will not be able to 

visit us until 2009 so we will see how 

that plays out. Meanwhile Iôll work on 

November 22
nd

 as a Saturday event as 

opposed to the traditional Friday 

dinner and Saturday meeting. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Two other things, as fall rolls around 

the Eagle Scout Chapter Chairmen 

need to start getting the word out to 

the ñTroopsò; and hopefully, the 

Revolutionary War Uniforms ordered 

last winter will start arriving (sort of 

like it was in the war) and the color 

guard will begin to form up. 

 

 Have a nice what is left of the 

summer.    Lou Newton, President 

 
******************************** 

 

Congress in Sacramento. 
 

The 118th Annual Congress of the 

NSSAR got off to a good start on 

Saturday, July 5, 2008 when the 

California Society hosted a Welcome 

Reception at the Railroad Museum in 

Old Sacramento. A greeting was given 

to our group by the historical Col. 

John C. Fremont and his wife. The 

characters were played by actor Rex 

Ruth and his wife. A photograph 

follows: 
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Col. John C. Fremont and wife: (Rex Ruth & wife)  

 

Rudy Byrd gets a briefing in the 

interior of an actual mail car.  Later 

Dr. Byrd was called upon to aid two 

Congress members who were suffering 

from different physical problems. Both 

members were able to continue with 

their visit. 

 
Below photo is of some members in 

attendance at the George Washington 

Fellows Luncheon.  We regret that we 

didnôt get all the names. 

 
Left to right, Unknown, Dick Zeilman, 

Rudy Byrd, Al Niemeyer, Louis 

Newton and Bob Young.  

 

 
Outgoing Rocky Mountain District 

VPG Mike Jones hosted a party for 

incoming Rocky Mountain District 

VPG Norman Henry Kronvall. 

 
  Looking at a display are former 

AZSSAR President Warren Alter and 

his wife, Nancy 

 

NSSAR 2012 

CONGRESS in PHX 
 

The NSSAR Board of Trustees has 

approved Phoenix, Arizona as the host 

location for the 2012 NSSAR 122
nd

 

National Congress. The host hotel is 

the Arizona Biltmore Resort and Spa. 

The Planning Committee has reserved 

the dates of July 5-12 for pre-congress 

tours and the congress. Host societies 

are the Arizona Society and the New 

Mexico Society in honor of our 2012 

centennial statehood celebrations. 

Advance volunteers are needed and 

welcome. Please contact Mike Jones at 

(602) 863-2520 or email 

jjones3549@cox.com to volunteer to 

make this the best congress ever!!  
*********************************** 

 

FUTURE PAYSON AREA CHAPTER 

Since our April ñshow of interest 

meetingò we have held a breakfast in 

May, June and July where we have 

met with prospective members and 

assisted them with their applications 

and questions they have on the SAR.  

Attendance has been good and to date. 

We hope to raise the number of 

approved SAR members in the Payson 

area to 10, hopefully by the end of this 

year.  It is our intention to continue 

monthly breakfasts until a Payson 

Chapter can be formed.   We continue 

to work on soliciting new members 

through our local newspaper for the 

potential chapter.  

To learn more about SAR, visit 

www.sar.org. Payson contact is Al 

Lyons at (928) 970-1900 or by email 

at alyons@npgcable.com  

 

************************* 

 

ALL SAR MEMBERS INVITED  

Celebrations in France 

from the 1st to the 5th of 
September 2008. 

LA PAIX DE 1783. 

THE TREATIES OF PARIS 
AND OF VERSAILLES.  

225th  Anniversary  
 

**********************  
 

FREE TUTORIAL 
 

Prospective and current SAR members 

might find this new free tutorial 

helpful.  Please feel free to pass it 

along to anyone who might benefit. 

 

Researching Your Revolutionary War 

Patriot Ancestor: 

  

http://www.learnwebskills.com/patriot/ 

 

This tutorial provides a step-by-step 

process for finding any Revolutionary 

War patriots hidden in your family tree 

and gathering the documents necessary 

to prove the lineage 

 

********************** 

Membership and New 

Chapters Committee Report 
 

There are many applications for 

prospective members being worked on 

by individual members that I am not 

aware of at this time.  

 

Please let me know what prospective 

memberôs are in process by your 

chapter. Send your personal list of 

prospective members to your Chapter 

Registrar. He in turn will forward the 

chapter list to me.  

 

WANTED - Compatriots to work with 

prospective applicants on their 

genealogy and the application process.  

AZSSAR IS LOSING MEMBERS ï 

NO SPONSORS!!! 

  

J. Michael Jones  jjones3549@cox.net 

 

************************* 

mailto:jjones3549@cox.com
http://www.sar.org/
mailto:alyons@npgcable.com
mailto:jjones3549@cox.net
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CRACKING THE CODE 

ON RECRUITING NEW 

MEMBERS, 

RESEARCHING THEIR 

ANCESTRY, 

AND SUBMITTING 

THEIR APPLICATIONS 
By Larry P. Cornwell, 

LaCornwell@aol.com, Trustee, 

Alabama Society 

Member, Genealogy Committee  and 

Membership Committee 

 
As my chapterôs registrar, I struggled 

for the first six years of this decade to 

recruit, research ancestry, and submit 

only 26 new members.  In 2007, Iôve 

already submitted around 60 new 

applications.  Why the difference?  

Iôve cracked the code! 

 

For years, I labored the old fashioned 

way, plying free Internet sites such as 

Genforum and surname boards at 

Ancestry.com.  I submitted queries, 

wondering if anyone were reading 

them or would answer them.  I used 

the U. S. Postal Service to send for 

documents at county courthouses, 

again wondering if I would get 

anything in return.  And, I used a 

twenty-year old electric word 

processor to type an application, with 

an ink eraser close at hand.  I lost 

ninety percent of my prospects 

because of the built-in time delays and 

not being able to find all the necessary 

documentation.  Sound familiar?  Is 

this how you or your chapter registrar 

is struggling to get new members? 

 

I found three keys to crack the code on 

effectively recruiting new members, 

quickly researching their ancestry, and 

efficiently preparing their applications. 

 

First, rather than just wearing my 

Revolutionary War uniform to perform 

color guard duties, I found out how 

enormously popular I could become 

by making myself available as a 

luncheon or after-dinner speaker, in 

uniform, of course.  You know how 

your chapter is always looking for 

speakers at your own meetings?  Every 

other group is also looking for them.  

Also, members of your chapter belong 

to other organizations.  Have them 

spread the word that you are available 

to speak.  Just in September and 

October, Iôve been invited to speak at 

two Sons of Confederate Veterans 

meetings, two historical societies, two 

church menôs breakfasts, the American 

Legion, and my own chapter to 

showcase one of my speeches.  Iôve 

developed three talks:  The American 

Revolutionary War Soldier, Finding 

Your Revolutionary War Soldiers on 

the Internet, and The Christian Faith of 

Our Forefathers.  Talk about what you 

know!  (E-mail me for copies of my 

speeches and outlines.)  Talk about the 

SAR.  Have packets of SAR brochures 

and a sheet for signups.  Military 

groups, heritage groups, and 

genealogical groups all have members 

who think they have a patriot ancestor 

back there ñsomewhere,ò and they see 

you as a way to lock in their 

suspicions. 

 

Second, because I was soon getting 

inundated with prospective members 

wanting to join, I knew I had to 

become more efficient in tracking 

these prospectsô ancestry.  I bit the 

bullet and paid for a subscription to 

Ancestry.com.  Hereôs the track to 

follow:  click on ñfamily trees,ò fill in 

the blanks, and the search engine will 

look through something like 40 million 

names in genealogies that have been 

submitted.  Many ancestries are 

surprisingly complete and accurate.  

Print off each generationôs page, 

which will be full of the very names, 

dates, and locations you are looking 

for.  Then, use this information to go 

after the census records (found under 

ñhistorical recordsò on the home 

page).  Census records can be used to 

prove each generationôs relationship to 

the next one.  Start with the parent or 

grandparent of the applicant, usually 

the 1930 census, and work backwards.  

Try the applicantôs surname line first, 

so you wonôt have to search after 

marriage records.   

 

Exploit the DAR and SAR indexes 

available on line or on a compact disk.  

After youôve found an ancestor who 

was the right age to be in the 

Revolution in the ñfamily treesò 

section of Ancestry.com, check the 

DAR members-only web site to see if 

any DAR member has already claimed 

this individual as a patriot ancestor.  

(Contact me for an off-the-record tip 

on accessing this terrific site, which 

has digitized DAR applications.)  

Also, use the SAR Patriot Index 

compact disk (available at 

www.sar.org, click on ñfor members,ò 

then ñSAR merchandise,ò then ñbooks 

and other materialsò), and check it for 

the same information.  Take note on 

the patriotôs unit and state of service. 

 

Third, whether or not you find success 

with DAR and SAR indexes, invest in 

a subscription to www.footnote.com,  

which has over four million 

Revolutionary War records on line.  

You will quickly learn to use its search 

engine to find muster rolls, payrolls, 

and pension files.  Sometimes, 

genealogies will be found in these 

pension files.  Often times, you wonôt 

even have to send off for DAR papers 

or use a memberôs SAR number as 

documentation.  If your prospective 

member is sitting with you as you find, 

download, and print the records, I 

guarantee that he will be astonished 

and deeply gratified to get his own 

copy of all this documentation on the 

spot. 

 

Time for a war story:  A 68-year-old 

came to my home at 3 p.m. one day, 

having only a copy of his birth 

certificate and his maternal 

grandparentôs names.  He thought his 

grandparents were from South 

Carolina, but he didnôt know for sure.  

He knew nothing else of his ancestry.  

By 5 p.m., I had found his line back to 

a patriot ancestor, downloaded and 

printed all the necessary 

documentation, and prepared his 

application using one of the electronic 

forms (available by going to 

www.sar.org, clicking on 

ñmembership,ò and clicking on 

ñapplication programsò).  I drove to 

his recruiterôs house and had the  

 

recruiter sign as co-sponsor by 6 p.m.  

The application was in the mail to the 

state registrar that evening.  Of course, 

they donôt all work out this easily. 
 

After only eight months work, I have 

submitted 14 applications to start a 

new chapter in a town 12 miles away, 

and am working with 20 other 

prospects there.  Our state will charter 

http://www.sar.org/
http://www.footnote.com/
http://www.sar.org/
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that chapter in February.  We inducted 

26 new members at our chapter 

meeting in September, and we will be 

inducting 26 more by the end of the 

year.  I actually donôt know how to 

turn off the supply line of applicants, 

nor would I want to.  I will train at 

least one, and perhaps more, chapter 

members to help with the load, using 

the above keys. 
 

Knowing the cost per member under 

the Family Plan, itôs pretty easy to sell 

the applicant on bringing in his sons, 

grandsons, and perhaps his brothers, 

and nephews.  And with an electronic 

application form, itôs easy to bump 

down generations to add a child on a 

new application. 
 

Perhaps your chapter or a member 

would be willing to purchase the on-

line subscriptions and SAR Patriot 

Index for you.  If not, dig into your 

own pockets, and become so much 

more efficient at processing new 

applications that you will wish you had 

all these new techniques sooner. 
 

Iôm convinced that the SAR could 

become as large as the DAR by using 

our computers to the fullest. You just 

have to be willing to put out the few 

bucks to subscribe to a couple of web 

sites and use the modern tools 

available.  Happy recruiting! 

 

 

AZSSAR meeting April 26, 2008 

 

The AZSSAR met April 26, 2008 at 

the Holiday Inn Casa Grande, AZ. 

President Louis M. Newton, MD 

called the meeting to order at 10:00 

AM. Warren Alter, Secretary verified 

a quorum was present and stated our 

Society had 369 members. We elected 

ten Delegates in addition to our 

National Officers to represent us at the 

2008 NSSAR Congress in July. 

 

Abraham Ruddell Bryd III MD, 

Society Historian, reported on his 

activities since taking this office in 

January 2008. Among the strata of 

Archeological records and other items, 

Rudy found two US flags. One, a 

current 3ôX5ô US flag. The second is a 

 
Dr. Byrd is holding our flag on the left; Saguaro 
Chapter Sec/Treas Jon Miller is on the right. 

beautiful 9ôX6ô silk replica of a 

thirteen star American Revolutionary 

flag. We plan to make these flags 

available to our chapters and the DAR 

for special occasions. 

 

************************* 

The Chaplaincy Coalition 

 

 Sons of the American Revolution 

Hosted by the Georgia Society 

Chaplaincy Corps 

 

Memo: From Chaplain Dan Gates 

Georgia Society State Chaplain 

 

Compatriots; 

  

Please allow me a personal 

indulgence. My son, Jonathan Gates, 

is one of the finest men I know. And, 

although not able to serve the military 

himself because of a hearing loss, he 

loves America deeply. He is a 

computer engineer, who recently 

developed a website designed to 

simply say, "Thank You, Soldier" to 

the men and women serving all 

branches of the service. May I ask you 

to visit the website; to leave a 

comment or a word of encouragement 

and to perhaps get involved in some 

way with his efforts?  

  

  

Click here for the Thank You, Soldier 

website:   www.thankyousoldier.com 

Click here for an article in our local 

paper:   http://www.ledger-

enquirer.com/news/story/336056.html 

  

Thank you for allowing me this 

personal note. 

 

Chaplain Dan Vernon Gates 

 

Chaplaincy Coalition Director 

Georgia Society State Chaplain, SAR 

 

 

WANTED 
 

Your chapter bulletin for our Societyôs 

state history. As well as, any articles 

and pictures about your Chapterôs 

happenings and data you think may be 

of interest to members. 
 

If possible, each chapter should 

designate a Public Relations person to 

provide the SAR-izona News with its 

current and upcoming events and 

programs.   

The next deadline will be:  

September 27, 2008 

Send to Editor:  

John W. Harrill 

10905 E. Flintlock Drive 

Sun Lakes, AZ 85248 

Preferred method: email   
SARJohnHarrill@aol.com 
 

NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS 
 

Colorado River 

 
The Colorado River Chapter is 

awaiting NSSAR paperwork approval 

in order to induct two new members. 

. 

Phoenix Chapter 
No report received 

  

Palo Verde Chapter 
 

Serving the East Valley Communities of 

Apache Junction, Ahwatukee, Chandler, 

Gilbert, Mesa, Sun Lakes, and Tempe. We are 

in transition due to construction at our normal 

meeting place, but we still meet at 8:30AM on 

the second Saturday of each month (Oct. 

through May). During June, July, and Aug. we 

meet socially in the evenings at various 

restaurants. In Sept. we honor fire fighters at an 

evening dinner. Everyone is invited to our 

meetings. Contact Art Cantrall (480) 966-9837 

for directions to our meetings.  

******************************* 

http://www.thankyousoldier.com/
http://www.ledger-enquirer.com/news/story/336056.html
http://www.ledger-enquirer.com/news/story/336056.html
mailto:SARJohnHarrill@aol.com
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We enjoy excellent speakers at our 

chapter meetings, thanks primarily to 

our Vice President, Vaughn Adams. 

Everyone is invited to attend our 

meetings.  

 

Dr. Santos C. Vega spoke on 

Hispanicsô and Spainôs help to the 

Colonists during the American 

Revolutionary War at the AZSSAR 

Palo Verde Chapter meeting held 

April 12, 2008 at the Ranch House 

Restaurant. Professor Vega was born 

in Miami, Arizona and is a Korean 

War Veteran. He earned his Ph D. in 

Education at Arizona State University.  

 
Dr. Vega acknowledged that Spain did 

not immediately recognize the 

independence of the United States. 

However, even before its formal entry 

into the war in 1779, Spain had been 

providing weapons and other supplies 

to the Colonists through the important 

port of New Orleans. Spainôs defeat of 

numerous British forts along the 

Mississippi secured the southern route 

for supplies and slammed shut the 

door on the possibility of any British 

offensive via the Mississippi River. 

 

At our May 10 meeting, Reba Wells 

Grandrud, former Director of the 

Arizona Historical Society Museum, 

 
gave a presentation on ñWhat was it 

like to be a woman traveling on the 

Oregon Trail, the California trail, or 

the Southern Route to California in the 

mid-19
th

 century.ò Between 1840 and 

1870, more than a quarter of a million 

Americans moved west across the 

continent. Mrs. Grandrud had slides of 

journals and quoted from some that 

were kept by ñalmost everyone 

traveling these trailsò to demonstrate 

how some women felt about uprooting 

their lives - leaving relatives, life long 

friends and familiar surroundings to 

follow their husbands, fathers, or 

brothers who hoped to find free land, 

to strike it rich, or just to seek a better 

life. Some of the journal entries were 

short and jerky as if written while 

seated on a swaying wagon or in a 

great hurry. Others were beautifully 

written and well composed. The 

journals described every day events 

and some hardships such as frequent 

unpacking wagons to lighten loads on 

steep grades ï helping to push the 

wagons to help the oxen ï then 

repacking the wagon. They also 

described beautiful scenery, violent 

storms, births, deaths, 

disappointments, and a love of God. 

 

President Dan Heller inducted and 

welcomed our new member Leonard 

William Copple at our May meeting; 

Historian Bill McElvain assisted. 

 
 

Saguaro Chapter 

 
Compatriot  Shelby  Carter  Folmar II  

was inducted into the Saguaro 

Chapter, Arizona Society at the home 

of Chapter President Jan Huber on 

June 28, 2008.  He is a retired U.S. 

Navy Veteran.  Shelby has a serious 

genetic form of emphysema and is 

awaiting a lung transplant.  Due to the 

uncertainty of scheduling this type of 

surgery and the long recovery and 

rehabilitation period at Tucson, the 

induction was done now.  Normally, 

the Saguaro Chapter does not meet in 

the summer and the first regular 

meeting is in October.  Shelby is 

thrilled and proud to become a 

member.   

 

Tod Hamilton was inducted as a new 

member at the May 10, 2008, meeting 

of the Saguaro Chapter.   

 
 

Member Gene Hales gave the 

"Revolutionary War Tidbit" at the 

monthly meeting of the Saguaro 

Chapter on May 10, 2008.  He has a 

very rare salt paper print (photograph) 

of his Patriot and 3rd great 

grandfather, Private John Herrington.  

It was taken in 1859 in Carroll County, 

Ohio, when he was 100 years of age.  

 
 

I was granted the use of a display case 

in the Sun City West Public Library 

for the entire month of July.  I hope it 

may turn out to be a nice recruitment 

tool.  

 
President Saguaro Chapter Jan D. Huberõs 

display at Sun City West Public Library. 

 
 

Tucson Chapter 
 

Arizona's Name Explained by AHS Historian  

 

How did Arizona get its name? Is the 

name "Arizona" only unique to the 

United States? In a fascinating talk, 

Historian Jim Turner of the Arizona 

Historical Society provided the 

Tucson Chapter with the definitive 

answer at their May 15th meeting.  
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Turner's research revealed that several 

countries on this globe have an 

"Arizona" within their borders and 

they all had a common denominator, 

oak trees. Simply put, it was the 

exploring Basques, under authority of 

the Spanish King, that provided the 

Basque derived name "Arit-sona" that 

is "good oak" to those places where 

Oak Trees were found in some 

abundance.    Now we know! 

*************** 
Induction Ceremony Given to Seven Individuals 

 

May 15, 2008 - The Tucson Chapter 

inducted six new members and 

performed the induction ceremony on 

one individual that had never received 

the official ceremony.  

 

Those pictured, from left to right are: 

Chapter President Joe McGowan, 

inductees Robert Rentschler, Jeff 

Whitbeck, Eric Curtis, King Curtis, 

Tristam Curtis, Wilbur J. Taylor III 

and Wilbur J. Taylor, Jr. 

               *************** 

Saturday, June 7th, found Rudy Byrd 

and Al Niemeyer at the La Fuente 

Restaurant speaking to Los 

Descendientes del Presidio about the 

SAR. The response was quite 

favorable and the chapter has hopes of 

garnering some prospective members 

from this visit. 

 
After taking the summer off, the 

Tucson Chapter will have the privilege 

of featuring long time member and 

past Chapter President, Chuck Harrar, 

speaking on "Hitler's Hostages." It's a 

true story taken directly from the 

pages of his new book. It's a "don't 

miss talk." 

Submitted by:  

Albert Niemeyer 

Tucson Chapter, SAR 

 

 

 
 

National Theme for 2008-2009 is: 

 
ENSURING AMERICAN PATRIOTISM 

 

2008-2009 Officers: 
  National President: 

           Kevin Spence Baker, Hampton, GA        

  National VP Rocky Mountain Region: 

           Casey Caylor, Tucson, AZ 

 

Please contact Casey Caylor, VP at 

uofa88@aol.com  if you would like to 

receive the CAR newsletter.  

 

DAR NEWS 
It was erroneously announced at the 

118th NSSAR Congress that the 

Missouri DAR Society had won the 

SAR/DAR Award and would receive 

the $500 cash award. This is the award 

for the DAR State Society who refers 

and helps recruit the most new 

members for SAR. A protest was 

lodged based on the numbers 

previously received from HQ and a 

recount was requested. That recount 

has been completed and the HQ Staff 

reversed their decision. The ASDAR 

Society will be receiving the $500 

cash award. 

 

It is a VERY close race already for 

2008!!! So Compatriots, make sure to 

ask the prospective member if a DAR 

member has assisted him, and if one 

has, please make sure to complete and 

include the DAR Finder Form with his 

application when it is submitted. If you 

need the form please contact Mike 

Jones at jjones3549@cox.net 

 
Report from Martha Jones  

ASDAR Liaison for SAR & SR  

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
LITTLE KNOWN FAMOUS PEOPLE 

 
Editorõs note: My brother wrote a book with the 
above title and I liked it so much I borrowed it. I feel 
this story makes Chaplain Higgins ñnearlyò famous. 
 

  WHEN THE MUSIC STOPPED 

  

For those who are unaware, at every 

US military theater, the National 

Anthem of the United States of 

America is played before every movie. 

  

I recently attended a showing of 

'Superman 3,' here at LSA Anaconda. 

We have a large auditorium we use for 

movies, as well as memorial services 

and other large gatherings. As is the 

custom back in the States, we stood 

and snapped to attention when the 

National Anthem began before the 

main feature.  

 

All was going as planned until about 

three-quarters of the way through the 

National Anthem the music stopped. 

Now, what would happen if this occurred 

with 1,000 18-22 year-olds back in the 

States? I imagine there would be hoots, 

catcalls, laughter, a few rude comments; 

and everyone would sit down and call for 

a movie. Of course, that is, if they had 

stood for the National Anthem in the first 

place. 

  

Here, the 1,000 Soldiers continued to 

stand at attention, eyes fixed forward. 

The music started again. The Soldiers 

continued to quietly stand at attention. 

And again, at the same point, the 

music stopped. What would you 

expect to happen? Even here in Iraq, I 

mailto:uofa88@aol.com
mailto:jjones3549@cox.net
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would imagine laughter, as everyone 

finally sat down and expected the 

movie to start, but not here, you could 

have heard a pin drop. Every Soldier 

continued to stand at attention.  

 

Suddenly there was a lone voice, then 

a dozen, and quickly the room was 

filled with the voices of a thousand 

soldiers, finishing where the recording 

left off: ñAnd the rockets red glare, the 

bombs bursting in air, gave proof 

through the night that our flag was still 

there. Oh, say does that Star Spangled 

Banner yet wave, o'er the land of the 

free, and the home of the braveò 

  

It was the most inspiring moment I 

have had here in Iraq. I wanted you to 

know what kind of Troops are serving 

you here. Remember them as they 

fight for you!  

 

Please let this be a reminder to pray 

for all our military personnel serving 

us here at home and abroad. Many 

have already paid the ultimate price. 

  

Report by Chaplain Jim Higgins 

LSA Anaconda is at the Ballad Airport 

in Iraq, north of Baghdad 

 

Genealogy 
A little girl asked her father, "How did 

the human race appear?" The father 

answered, "God made Adam and Eve 

and they had children and so was all of 

mankind made. 

  

"Two days later the girl asked 

her mother the same question. The 

mother answered, "Many years ago 

there were monkeys from which the 

human race evolved. 

  

"The confused girl returned to 

her father and said, "Dad, how is it 

possible that you told me the human 

race was created by God, and Mama 

said they developed from monkeys?ò 

The father answered, "Well, dear, it is 

very simple. I told you about my side 

of the family and your Mama told you 

about hers." 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Worthy Quotes 

ñOf the 4 wars in my lifetime, none 

came about because the United States 

was too strong.ò - Ronald Reagan 

 
***** 

ñA government big enough to give 

you everything you want, is big 

enough to take away everything you 

have.ò - Thomas Jefferson 
***** 

The purpose of fighting is to win. 

There is no possible victory in defense. 

The sword is more important than the 

shield, and skill is more important 

than either. The final weapon is the 

brain; all else is just hardware. 

Unknown 
                                      ***** 

John Steinbeck once said: 

 

1. Don't pick a fight with an old man. 

If he is too old to fight, he'll just kill 

you. 

 

2. If you find yourself in a fair fight, 

your tactics suck. 

 

3. I carry a gun because a cop is too 

heavy. 

 

4. When seconds count, the cops are 

just minutes away. 

 

5. An armed man will kill an unarmed 

man with monotonous regularity. 

 

6. Beware the man who only has one 

gun. He probably knows how to use 

it!!! 
 

But wait, there's more from John S.! 

 

I was once asked by a lady visiting if I 

had a gun in the house. I said I did. 

She said 'Well I certainly hope it isn't 

loaded!' To which I said, of course it is 

loaded, it can't work without bullets!'  

She then asked, 'Are you that afraid of 

someone evil coming into your house?' 

My reply was, 'No not at all.  I am not 

afraid of the house catching fire either, 

but I have fire extinguishers around, 

and they are all loaded too.'  To which 

I'll add, having a gun in the house that 

isn't loaded is like having a car in the 

garage without gas in the tank. 

 

Ed Note: John Steinbeck, a good 

citizen, also wrote a lot of great books. 
***** 

George Lipphardt, Tucson Chapter 

sent me this interesting article: 

 

HUMOR FOR LEXOPHILES 

( and for lovers of words, too!) :-) 

 

I wondered why the baseball was 

getting bigger. Then it hit me.  

 

Police were called to a daycare where 

a  3-yr-old was resisting a rest.  

 

Did you hear about the guy whose 

whole left side was cut off?  He's all 

right now.  

 

The roundest knight at King Arthur's 

round table was Sir Cumference.  

 

To write with a broken pencil is 

pointless.  

 

The short fortune teller who escaped 

from prison was a small medium at 

large.  

 

A thief fell & broke his leg in wet 

cement. He became a hardened 

criminal.  

 

Dead batteries were given out free of 

charge.  

 

A bicycle can't stand alone; it is two 

tired.  

 

A will is a dead giveaway.  

 

In a democracy it's your vote that 

counts; in feudalism, it's your Count 

that votes.  

 

If you don't pay your exorcist you can 

get repossessed.  

 

A grenade fell onto a kitchen floor in 

France, resulting in Linoleum 

Blownapart.  

 

You are stuck with your debt if you 

can't budge it.  

 

A calendar's days are numbered.  

 

A boiled egg is hard to beat.  

 

He had a photographic memory which 

was never developed.  

 

Those who get too big for their 

britches will be exposed in the end.  

 

When she saw her first strands of gray 

hair, she thought she'd dye.  

 

Acupuncture: a jab well done. 


